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Foreword

‘Child Protection’ is about protecting children from or against any perceived or real danger or risk
to their life, their personhood and childhood. It is about reducing their vulnerability to any kind
of harm. It is about ensuring that no child falls out of the social security and safety net and, those
who do, receive necessary care and protection.

The failure to protect children has serious consequences for their physical, mental, emotional
and social development, with consequences of loss in productivity and quality of human capital.
Violations of the child’s right to protection are often not recognized and under-reported.

The Karnataka State Police (KSP) has over the last decade responded proactively to the growing
demand for an accountable policing, for equitable access to justice, and most importantly a system
protecting the rights of women and children. Police officers recognized that reforms, alongside
institutionalised sensitization of police personnel and performance review, should include the
critical element of building bridges to establish people’s trust in the justice system, and introduced
strategic innovative measures to increase accessibility of communities to police service.

‘The Open House’ or ‘TheradaManne’ in Kannada, is an innovative programme that shows great
promise. It bridges the gap between the police and young people. It orients school students to
roles and responsibilities of the police. It emerged as a public interface programme based on
a direction by then Inspector General of Police, North Eastern Range, to the jurisdictional Police
Stations, for organizing visits by school children to police stations. This direction stemmed out of
a circular from the SarvaSikshanaAbhyan, Department of Education, Government of Karnataka,
requesting all government departments and offices to open their doors to students. Koppal and
Raichur districts and have demonstrated the potential of this approach.

UNICEF together with the Department of Women and Child Development is pleased to be part of
this initiative and congratulates the Karnataka Police for their laudable work.

This manual supported by UNICEF seeks to guide future work on the ‘Open House'initiative.

On behalf of UNICEF, | congratulate the field team that conceived and designed this manual.

‘T_ascanc Ln;4m _,

Cmef Field Office
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DGP of Police (Training) & Nodal Officer,

The Gender Sesitisation Police Project, Karnataka State
CID, Carlton House, #1 Palace Road, Bangalore- 560001
Phone: +91 80 22094419, 22264311, Fax: 91 80 22942231
Email: dgptraining@ksp.gov.in
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